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ASSERTED and CLEARED _ 
| FROM = 
The Evil Surmiſes, Falſe 4 Fper(s Tour, and Unrighteous Sug- | 
geſtions of Judge KEELING ; expreſled in his |! 
Speech made the ſeventh of the ſeventh Month E 
at the Seſſions-Houle in the Old-Baily, being #7 
the day appointed for the Tryal of Tens 
of the ſaid People by the late Act 
made tO Prevent and Supprels 
Seditious Conrventicles. - 
Wherein alſo is ſhewed that this Law doth not concern them, - - 
| they being no ſeditious Sectaries, nor Contrivers of Infur- *} 
Ka rections, nor Evil-doers 3 therefore po juſt Law is ogaimiL | 
them. 3 
He that iuftifeth the Wicked, and he that condemneth the Tuſt, even o they ? I 
both are an Abomination to the Lord. Prov,17. 15. » 
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Publiſhed by a lover of Truth and Ristiteouſneſs, WS, 
Printed at Londoy, in the Year 1664, | 
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| Ver fince the Devil ( that enemy of Mankind, who 
is the leader of Nature out of its courſe) got rule 
| -in Man's beart, his work and way hath been to ſtir 

up bis Inſtruments, firſt, to caſt Ignominious reproacl 


Turners of the World upſide down, Peſtilent Fel- 


trivers of Plots, and Stirrers up of Rebellion, &c. 
- Then When he hath by his Emiſſaries cloathed them in this 


paſs upon them ;* whether it be to Impriſoning in na 
ing, which bath been his work through {ges, among both 


of Reproach in that day ) and carried enough with 4t to be 
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names upon the true Worſhippers of God, as New Sets, | 


lows, Sowers of Sedition, Ringsleaders of Sects, 1 
Blaſphemers, Hereticks, Seditious Seftaries, Conn 


mantle of Reproach, be can the eaſilier bring his oj to | 
feftious holes, or Whipping, Baniſhing, Burning or Ras 


te alſe J eWs and falſe Chriſtians, 4s well as among thoſe 3 
colled Heathen, to this day : for as once among the Hea-  : 
, then, it was crime enough to cauſe the true Chriſtians cw  -» 
ſuffer,to have the Name of a Chriſtian (Which was 4 name "32 


guilty of all Crimes, in the judgment of the Heathen, who _ 4 
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believed all that was ſpoke and publiſhed againſt them, 
though they ſaw no proof : The like Parallel is now ; we 
have the name Quaker given us in reproach and deriſion, 
and its crime enough to cauſe 145 to ſuffer (before and ammg 
| ſome) to have that name ; nd what is ſpoke and publiſhed, 
| 1 ſurmiſed and evilly ſug geſted of. us, many believe without 
|... atiy manifeſt proof: but the Wiſe and 7udicious will idt re 
”  ceive andbelieve every Report , nor give Zudgment of any 
* Perſon or People becauſe of a Name, Speech, or Report; 
thought be from the mouth of a Judge, but will defare to 
 - know the Truths therefore to inform juch is this Reply fol- 
 - lowing publiſhed. | Sy 
 . {4nd we may truly ſay for ouxſetves,as. Tertullian ar bis 
Apollogie once ſaid for the Chriſtians, when:the Heathen 
called their Society, Meetings or Aſſemblies, FaCtious ; - 
Did we ever (ſaith be) aflemble to proclaim the hurt 
of any one ? As we are in the: particular, ſowe.are in the. 
| general; that is to ſay, In whatſoever ſlate weare found, we 
k. offend no-body, ve injure #0 body : And further, faith he, 
> - When any vertuous or pooly People: are allociated, 
” when any pious or chalt perlovs aflemblerogether., 


their Union ſhould not be called a Faction, ibut'a 
Lawful Society. pag. 142. CL 
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T he 


—— 


The Tunocency and Conſciencionſneſs of the Quakers af< 
 ſerted and cleared from the evil Surmiſes, falſe Afper- 
ſions, and unrighteous Suggeſtions of Fudge Keiling ; 
expreſſed in his Speech made the 7th of the.7th month, 
at the Seſsions-bouſe in_the Old Baily, &c- 
| | Judge, X : wh 
Ecanſe this day was appointed for the Tryal of theſe People, And 
11 4s much as many are com bither expetiing what. will be done, 
I ſhall ſay ſomething concerning them end their Prizciples,that - 
they might not be thought worthy of pity, as ſuffering more than-. 
. they deſerve : for they are a Stubborn Sett ; and the King bath been very © 
merciful with them, It was hoped that the Purity of the Charch of Eng-" 
land would.ere this have convinced them, but they willnat bereclaumed- . 
x TY eAvnſwer. a 6 DOK tein 
Our Converſation for th:ſe many years, bath been 'noted,. and 
Rrialy obferved by many, and. hitherto we have not been found 
Tranſgreflors of any Law which is made to. preſerve mens Perſons 
or-Eftates, or for the puniſhment of Evil-doers ; And ſo have not. 
oiven-the Magiſtrates occafion juſtly to appoint days 'of Tryal for us. 
For the Law once in Tables of Stone, and all other juſt Laws were 
and are added becauſe of mans degeneration from the Law and Righ- 
teous-Pcinciple of Life, which was once, or at the beginning, placeql 
in his heart: So when man fell from his obedience to this Riphreculs 
'Law (whieh-we ſay Was not in a Book, nor in Tables of Stone, in the . 
beginning but.in the Heart) and - hg in Acts of Cruelty, Vio- 
lence, 'Qpprethon and Idohatry, Then becauſe- of theſe Tranſgreſ- * 
fions was that Outward Law added, in order to limit, bridle and pu- 
niſh, and alio, to bring, Mankind. back again in a meaſure to- that 
which he gegenerated from, as:Moſes witneſleth (p1z.)to the Word 
in the mo[1th- and, in.the-heart, char. they mighe hzarit and do ic (or 
obey ir.) And true Cheiſtians/are:cdme; to. Chriſt Jeſus, who is the 
Power of God ; and arecreated anew.in him unto good works, ms 
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they ſhould walk in them ; and are made Witnefles of | that Obriew __ p 


_ 


Promiſe fulfilled in them, ( viz.) as ro bave the Law write" in their 
hearts,and the Fear of the Lord put into their inward parts ; which Law 
and. Fear teacheth to depart from evil, atd crucifherirebat twanſeref- 
ſivg ſpirit within, from whence all manner of mickedpels xoceeds ; 
and againſt fuch there is (or ought to be) no Law, they being a Law 
to themſelves, as itis Witten, The Law i not made | for the Kighteoms 
was ; but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for the Kngedly and For Si1n- 
wers, for Unholy and Prophane, for Murderers of Fathers and Murderers 
of Mothers, for Manſlayers, for Wheremongers and Buggerers ( or 
abuſers of themſelves with mankind )) for Man-ſtealers, for Lyars, for 


Perjured Perſons, and any other evils which are contrary to ſound Dottrin. 


And now ſeeing we are preſerved by the Power of the living God, 
(whom we fear and ſerve) from thoſe and ſuch-like evils (which ate 
the occaſion of Law and Magiſtrates, otherwiſe there would be 'll 
need of either) and yet notwithſtanding are perſecuted and thronged 
into naſty Holes and Priſons, and guarded with a great many Chub- 


men and Bill-men, and haied before Judgment-Seats and Rulers, - 


as if we were great malefaRors : This makes People flock together, 
and.expect, and alſo wonder what will be the end of theſe things ; 
That People againſt whom no evil can be juſtly charged, ſhould 'be 
the greateſt Sufferers in this Generation : And pity and compaiſion 
will ariſe in thouſands, who ſhall ſee or hear of our Sufferings for In- 
nocency and Confcience toWards God, notwithſtanding our cruel 
Adverſaties endeavour to cloath us in Woolf-skins, to make people 
believe that we are the Beaſts of Prey, and a Stwbborn Seit,whith will 
not be rtclaimed by the Mercy of the Ring, nor the Purity of the Church 
of England, As for the Kimmgs Mercy it cannot ſave us, if we'tranſ- 
ereſs againſt God, and make thipwrack of Faith and a good Conſci- 
ence ; his Righteous Judgments will find us out, and we'tnuſt give 
an account to him ; and-walk ſo, as we may pattake of "H# Mercy, 


which the King as well as the Begear hath and will have need of at- 


ſo ;' howbeit we never yet forfeited oar Intereſt in the King's Pro- 

miſes of Liberty to-tender Conſciences, ſo often renewed by him 
though it appears by this Judge's ſo much'inveighing againſt us, that 
he would fain make people believe we do not deſerv&our Liberty or 
Intereſt thefein ; but that will not cleat him nor' then in' the fght 
of God concerning thoſe Promiſes. - | | 


hr 


And | 


"And as for the Parity of Eng rb it's out of out Gokit, 
cept it conkits much in Sweermn oi, Shack ne 
part of God's Worthip 7 -1f chis be /Pwwey, there's coo much 
among the members thereof ; bue that will neves reclaimuus, for. we 
can ſee a greaudeal. of Jnpurycy, Corruption end ys wr init; 
And as «97 + web it —_— fels chemiebves That ray ay 
petr ares, er tne crowns cad to Ing feet 3 
bury gr _ nohealch neu res them; And iu bo | 
things they\fſhould vat dn, aud: leave undone thoſe things thy ſhould 
| And rhe thiy. is HMaſerable tags and fi 4n their Beſſ 
honor og Indeed: they ſpeak ren: of -taemſelyes, to . 
cauſe all wholſome,- ſound , Eaadieg: eople to: ſhun them 
and on cb: Church and Worſhip, as as men thun a Contagious Diſ- 
eaſe.or infeRion ; And it is II that the Nature and Spirit 
of Chriftranity 1s wanting among them,. and that the ſpirit of Cas 
(nk worſhipper, - who was the # Mutdererabont Religion},rules 
them : And what weapons have they ever uſed to reclaim us 
{orcal us) backagain to worſbip as they do? have not their wea- 
ponsbeen Carnal, and the courſe they have taken Force and Vio- 
lence; by firing up'the Magi&rates.to make cruel Laws againſt ys 2 
which was hever ies arue Chriſtians work not way to brig people to 
believe'their Dodtrine,and to worſhip a8 they did, bur Cains way: 5 
and his wages will all Perſecutors about Religion receive from — 
pol the. Lord, as 2 juſt —_—_— of reward. | 
ad udage.;: 7 
1! Thy FRE FEA Arincantes': "this for ey Thatic 38 not;lawful 
ro _ _ hat. wat beboholen _— _ _ 4 an 
wmſelves, onlye e theſs poor 1gnorant ſouls [0;; t 
un ingereft to carry on againſt yo hr Ono and therefore they will 
at ſmear Subjettion103t'; and thein £1d 1s Rybellion.and Blood, Tow way 
thai theywdomat' beliew themſelves what they ſag, when they 
fax 1t-48 not dawful Auth 6 ha Gath, if . you-lack, imo the Seriptares.; that 
Text (Mat.5 .) - where our Saviour 794 [Swear notat all | wil clear it 
ſelf from ſuch amramny ut forbids Swearing, if you lock but into the next 
ey 2 where it « {ajd,; Let your communication be yea>y24, and.nay, 
may ; «wad xe 15fa1d; an Oath i3 the IR allReife,z aby for che, 
Teftamtmrradrd:che Ofl 55 pyſniuzi for Sneqrivge.. Andtheythas deny 


Swearrng, deny Goda" thecial\pars of dis Worſtop.. ts 


_ 


$0 ERA Ge Barr 44 
- Y 4% rw 3 cn if 4 F 4 
Q 5" 0% WR Es 45.” 1» he NY OP Tg Fu 
i. Suns iba. 064 # « KY" F "i ts 4 © Fr 3.16 3 ME " 
&t; F FIT SadHtet dnp... n , 4 , Ia; > 66 $63 bal Kd t 
T's y 4 - 2 * , IE Ge etaeh x "IOE'S ee 
” + b 'T, = 


- - _ "Our Principles are: Truth, ' and: 3 


: Herous and deſtniBtive,” ff 3:97: 2 


oe ad hae 


vo Ba 11 nf 208 20026 bg hs 
hd: according:to the Scriptures of 
'Truth'z but that great Evilito call Light darkeſ#,and darkxefs Light; 
Good evil, and evil Good, is befalt this Generation:3%And: chat which: 
teads to Onicy: andthe Pteſetvation-of "Mankind is ndw eunted den- 
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Swearing, of taking of Oaths was-not in the beginning, there was 
DO need or occaſion for it, Strife was not begun; but when Man 
dro ke bis Unity with God, and ran into Diſobedience;:then Strife, 
and everyevil-work followed'among men: Fhey%o'limir this evil 
ſpirit which*Man' followed:into Tranſgreiſion, an/Outward Law was 
added,” and Swearing and Vowing under a Curſe: came up; and ſuch 


as vowed were to perform, their Vows unto'the Lord; and thoſe that. 


ſwore, were to ſwear by, or in the Name of the Lord, 'and fat in or 

the name of an Idol, or anydthercreature;' and this-was: in the 
Fall, white-:the Wall of 'Partitibn Rood:: Now Chriftwho is.the Res 
Rorer and the maker up of - Breaches, ( who was With the Father be- 
fore any of theſe things were) in the Fulneſs of time, in a:Body pre- 
pared, he appeared, to fulfill the Law, and'ito. put an.end-toSin, 
which was the occaſion of -the-Law) and to finiſh Tranſgredibn,; and 
to bring in Bverlifting Righteouſneſs ;'1and toreftore and brmg Man 
back agzin into the knowledge aud unity of his Maker,: from whom 
he fell by diſobedience : And theſe things which the Fatber ſent him 


Is do, he finiſhedand finiſheth ; for all chat:received; believed,:ne+ 


ceivet and believe in him, and-follow him in the Regeneration. 
' AnU'while he? was with his-Diſciples3fi 5p As Body in 
which he (came 'ro: do the Will. of the Father, »he gave'forth- many 
Precepts and:Commands unto: them , among, which-this is one, 
minding them how it was in old time (4:z;) under. Moſes Law, how 
that they werexo {wear, ard perform their Vows.co the; Lordy,\Buc | 
Faith He (who wah before. Moſes mas )= F\ ſay mnrogax, Swhar not' at ally 
neither by one thing or anaÞer.;; but Jat+ your pgmmnucation be. yea, yed, 
way, na) : for whatſoever 1 more than this cometh of.emi/, And Moſes 
Law; and the Old'cime ſaithralle, cf». eze foran eye, and. s tooth 
ir a tooth 3 : ſmairun for. ſoot ing. y and that! the) a ſhould love therr 
CRY exemies;; but Chriſttaught and reacheth, his 
Dilciples2harder lefſenzef. Bearing, and FoihAring, Love,.Geritle> - 
neſs and Heavenly-kindnely, - that they. might: be. more like-thei x 
| Heavenly. 
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hexvenly Father thin Moſer's Diſciples were}' for ſaith hey 5f youu 
love them that love you, and if you are friendly to your Brethren on« 
ly, what do you do more than finners x Oe. | HD $a 
: So he that was before the Law, leads to the End of- the Law 
(which is Love) and brings thoſe that follow him, to be like-minded ; 
to him : as the Chriſtians in the Primitive times were, who ſaid, 
they had the mind of Chriſt ; and did exhort one another to the ſame. 
And that this Command of Chriſt forbids all Swearing, is not only 
clear from the end, | and circumſtauce of the foregoing and follows 
ing words, but alſo from the Apoſtle James's Exhortation ; who faid 
Above all things, my Brathren, Swear not , neither by Heaven nov 
Earth, nor arty other Oath, leſt ye fall into condemnation, And itis- 
alſo written, that if an ſay they love Chriſt, and keep not his Coms- 


- 


mandmentt, they are Lyars- | 
 - So who ever reads.theſe Scriptures. (Mat.5) Faw.g.12.) except. - 
the god of this world hath blinded the eye of their minds, may 


plainly perceive; that not onfy prophane ſwearing, but all manner” 


of Swearing among the Difciples of Chriſt ; who: brings all that 
truly follow him, out of the ſtrife which is among men, into Love, 2» 
Peace and Unity, which was before Oaths, and where there is n#©: - 
necd of any. | 7 = 
And the Swearing, Strife and Confufion, Rebellion and: Blood- 
thirſtineſs is among the falſe Chriſtians, who have the Name of Chiiſt 
- intheir Movths, but want his Spizit and Nature, being inwardly: 
_ raveningWolves,and by their fruits are'they known. - © 
And itis true which a Biſhop of - Exg/ands Chutch Brſhop Gauden 
once ſaid ;' that Among falſe Chriſt:ans Oathes are not his Book con- 
toberegarded ; and amongſt true Chriſtians there was no cerning  Pub=. 
need f they. Our Leader is Chrift, whoſe Voice 6ck Oarby. 
we hear'and follow, 'and whoſe Riches and -Wif- 
dom we partake of.- Andithe poor and ignorant ſouls 
are ſuch as creep into houſes (ignorantly called Churches) and lead 
filly women captive, who are laden with fins, and led afide with di- 
vers luſts, ever learning,” and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the Truth: ' While we were in Exg/ands Church, we our ſelves 
were ſuch, as knew not the Phyſician of 'our ſouls, and ſo werefull 
of putrified ſores, and unſoundneſs, and no health was in us; 'and 
we did thoſe things we ſhould 2» do; and left undone thoſe things 
SAY we 
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- - If this Judge had the Mied of Chuiſt, he would not ſpeak after 


we ſhoukddo, oc; which is the ſtares.0f |Englands Church ill as 


the Members thereof confeſs in-their common Seivice : ſo, doth nox 
- divers luſts lead them ? and are they noteyet Jearning, and everig- 
norart > And: do! not many thouſands of them/go down tothe Pit 


- witffoutthe knowledge of chat precious Truth which makes free from 


Sih? Let (God's Witneſs in the Conſciences of its Members an- 


 iwer, | 


Our Intereſt which we defire to-cary on,is Truth & Righteouſneſs . 
and We ſhall rejoyce to ſee it etabliſhed.: though we are counted 
as the filth of the eatth, and the off-ſcouring of. all thivgs,. and not: 
fit to live ini this the Land of our Nativity, yet we have and do ap. 
prove our ſelves friends to our Nation;and fince the Lord hath made 
us. 9 4: we baveſought and endeavoured its temporgl and Eter- 
nal Good,and have not been found contriving avs aRtingevil againſt 
Perſons or Governments, - fince-we were brought to the knowledge 
of that Truth we profeſs. 367 

- Therefore what ground of ſuſpicion have we given to our crueF 


- Perſecntors; that they: ſhould ſuggeſt and ſurmiſe ſo much evil of 


us, that our Defign-is Rebellion-and Blood ?., But what cauſe or oc-. 
cafion did harmleſs Abel give bloody. Carnts kill him? Confidex and 
ſee the ſame is now. | | 


- New you ſhall ſee how this Principle of not $ mr tends ta the Sub 
27 on of ' the Government. Firſt, It demes the-King the Security he 


ought to have of his Subjeits for thrir Allegiance ; which Oath they deny;- 


Conſcience, and they will only wait for a.convement ſeuſon.to forfeit their 
ejent 
Government, and ſecate their own ſecurities ; but an Oath bots ar 
Conſcience at all times, and that they cantiat abide. + Again, this Prin« - 
ciple tends to ſubuirs the Government, becauſe without Swearing. we can 
have no Juſtice done, no Law executed ; you may be: robbed, your houſes 
broke open, your goods taken away, and be unjured 41 Jour. perſons, axd 
uno Fuſtice or recompence can. be had, becauſe the fatt cannot be proved - 
the truth:is, no Gaverament can ftand withamt Smearing ; : and were theſe 
People o have a Governueet among themſehvas, they 601d uot live without 
av. Oath. nſw, | 


. ſecurity. by bond is not ſo good.: for thereby they are fee I" 


this 


this munner*: fot Government was before Sweating, 'und.. 
without it;and Oaths of Afleagiance zre but a novet thing toGovern- 
ment, hatched andjimpoſed in the: 


+) 
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and the word and promiſe- of 'a 'true Chriftian, is ſecurity ſufficient, 
and their Conſciences are bound to-perform what they ſay and pro= 
miſe,as firm as they that Swear, There hath been no want of Swear- 
ing in theſe and other Nations called Chriſtian, yet what ſubverſi- 
ons, - turnings and overturnings, and treacherous dealing hath there 
been among the Princesand People thereof ? and many have ſworn 


. to'one Governout and Government;and then toancther; and ſo'to-8 ' 


third, and may be ready ro ſwear toany that gee rothe helm of Go- 


vernment ; and theſe Swearers and 'Conformers to any thing that is : 


uppermoſt, make little conſcience of Oaths,fo they may ſave them 
ſelves from ſuffering.r and if we were or had beeti of this ſpirit;we 
need not have ſuffered ſo exceeding deeply in our perſant and'eftires 
in the rime of Oliver, and the other Powers :' And it is envy which 
blindes the underſtanding of this Judge, that makes him-charge us, 
with not believirig what we ſay, when we ſay, '/t © not | ferns 
to take an Oath, and that we have a Defign r6 carry on,and therefore 
will not Swear Allegiance'to the King.-- Now if he did believe what 
» he ſaith of us, that we ſhould afſert what we do not betieve,or were 
ſo void of Conſcienciouſneſs ; then howead he in reaſon expe@thit 
an 'Impoſed Oath ſhould be ſo much binding tome, if we could be forced 
ro taky it,eſpecially ſince it'isa maxime of theit own,that forced-Oaths * 
are not binding. And this Judge and all ſuch would do well to con- 
ſider what weight their Oarh hath upon their Conſciences, wheteby 
they are enjoyned to do equal Law and Execution atightly to' all; 
bur how this is performed, let the wiſe in heart judge, when chey 
£0 about with groundleſs Suggeſtions and Suſpitions egainlt an Inno- 
cent People,” to wy both Juries and Country againſt them. 
We are ſuch as defire the good of all that are in Authority, chit 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all Godlineſs and honeſty 


under them ; and have never yet been fourd DER Contri- « ; 


vers of their DeſtruQion : Therefore the greater 'is this Judges evil, 
ro endeavour to make us odioug among the Hes i 3 andthe unfirer 
he appears to:be our Judge, being full fraighted- with enmity.agaim 
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cy, and was not among the . | 
true Chriſtians, whoſe Tea was Tea, and their Nay Ney inalt things; = 


us without cauſe: anda J udge o_ to be impartial, ——— 2 1 
| | - _ 


£2 


mes 


Ss 


God; and:judging for him, and not for men: ;/ ſuch Judges Judge 


ment will anſwer the righteous Principle of God in all Men, and 
ſuch area terror to the evil doers, and apraiſe to thoſe that do weh ; 
a.nd the Lord is with ſuch in Judgement. BY 
. [That which ſubverts, undermines. and deſtroys Governours, Go- 
vernments, and People, is Cruelty, Qpprefſton,” Tyranny, Sin and 
Rebellion againſt the God:of Heaven, who hath- powen to give the 
- 7% ape” of this World to whom he pleaſeth : and who ſo rules in 
Righteouſneſs, and anſwers the juſt and righteous Principle of God 


in all men, -needs-not fear ſubverſion or undermining ; 'tis the evil 


doer that is filled with-fear and terrqur round about, -- 

We are not the Obſtructers of Juſticeznor the. Cauſe of it, our wit- 
neſs againſt any evil doer, ſhall be as true as-any. that take Oaths: ; 
and if falſe, our penalty the ſawe with falſe Sweaters. | 
- And further, Witneſſes under © Moſes's Law,had no Oath admini- 
Rred.to them, though the crime bore witneſs of, reached life ; but if 
any bore falſe witneſs, the ſame puniſhment which ſhould have been 


- Ipflied upon the perſon witneſſed againſt, ſhould be inflicted upon 


kt 


the falſe witneſs and witneſſes : which: thing we defire may be done 
unto us: So then the fault is in the Law,and the Judges of it, which 
denies true and faithful Evidence, (which in-conſcience they can 
believe) except it be under the Ceremony of an Oath. It is a ſhame 
fax Chriſtians to have a j2alouſie of each others teſtimony, except 
they Swear : it wasenough in the firſt age of Chiiſtianity,to confirm 
any teſtimony without an Oath, to ſay [Chriſt;anxs ſum,] or, I ama 
Chriſtian... if | Wh gf 
And. if no Government could haye been without taking of 


'Oaths, the Author of all :r#e Government and Rule, would not. have 


ſaid, Swear not at all.; but (wearing Oaths and Strife, ts among men 
in the fall and degeneration (and not among true Chriftians) where 
it will remain, till they know. the Reſtoter of all: things take away 
the cauſe of it ; which is fin, 62a SUL E .- 


| udge, $: % 
. Whereas they pretend in their YH 10 that this Aft againſt Conven« 
ticles doth not concern them ; but ſuch as under pretence of worſhipping 
God,do at their Meetings conſpire againſt the Government, This 15 « n= 
Bakg ; for if they ſhould cp they ſhould thin be guilty of Treaſon, 
ad we ſhouldsry them.by other Laws ; but this Aft 1s againſt Mertings 
| | | 40 
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to prevent then of ſuch Conſpiraty ; for they wet to conſult, to know ©) 
ther numbers, gc} to. bold ſpray j for thartbey may 1n a ſhort time | 
be up is Arms. TE: WINE £Fov 24 

Fs | | nſw. Pe GEES 

Our Writings which be calls Stribbles, are words of 'FTtuth, and 
pretend no more than is true : for we are not the perſons committing 
thoſe Crimes the Act expreſly provides againſt, except we, under | 
pretence of Tender Conſciences, do at- our Meetings .contiive In- 
ſurreRion, as late experience hath ſhewed, and meet alſo under cou- 
lour and pretence of Religious.cxerciſe, and fo-make this Pretenc 
of Religion,a Cloak to.carry.on and cover ſo'me other Dehgnynbich 
we.never did.; (for we meet indecd andin truth to wait upon God,, 
and to worſhip him;) Therefore this Law concerns us nor, if it be 
| not ſtrained beyond the expreſſed Reaſan of it,. in te ens, b 
our cruel Judges ; who may. be compared to evening Wolyes, which- 
are grcedy to devour x- andit istime Feng to try us by this AR;or 
any other Law, when we. do and commit the fa& the. Law hath-ex- 

preſly provided againſt. Eds ; | 

; We meet. not to conſult and to know'our nutnbers, and to hold 
correſpondencies, nor to be upin arms in a ſhort time ; for ſo to.do- 
is Conſpiracy; which he as good as confeſſeth and'acknowledgeth. 
that we.are not guilty of ; for he ſaith if we were, be. won!d try ns by 
ſome ather Law, But theſe 'are evil ſuggeſtions, and wickedly ima-- 
gined againſt us, in order'to deſtroy us : thig is unrighteous Talks | 
ment, and God will plead our Cauſe in the conſciences.of our Ad» 
veiſaries, _ | ITY; ; _ por 
AI es - Do. 

1 had the bonony to ſerve the King at York, wupen the Tryal of thiſ- 
wicked Plotters ; and we found that thoſe Plots was hatched and carried 


on in theſe meetings; and we hanged up four or five of the Speakers ov 
Praters ; whom we. found tobe ; 4 3 brats in hee x 
| yi. Anſw. a 2 


It is and hath: been our portion and lot. to þe numbred among: 
8 


Tranſgrefſors, by that envious ſpirit which ſeeks our ruine ; though. 
we have been found no hatchers or carriers on of trecherous Defigns 

againſt any at our Meetings : and he might as well have compared: 
us.to thoſe Members of .Englard; Church hanged monthly at Tybarn.. 
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"1 warrant you thiir Leader Witt Krey themnfitubs fron 

fence, we ſhall not take them ; if we could catch their Leaders, we ſhoatd 

| er chem by ſome other Law, which, if executed, will takg away their 
We KA a6 La Cle ils: wb6 is ihe Gabiild @ 

We have no Leader but Chrift Jeſus, whois the Captain of our 
Salvation; and he is our Shepherd, and we hear his Voice, and lcarn 
of him, and are ke Sheep of his Paſture, and in our Conſciences 
we att bound ahd ingaged Secaiſe we love Him'and his Paths of Pu- 
Tity, t6 fotlow Him, who feads our Souls to reſt, 

But for ſ6th which the Jade means by Leaders, who have been 
made inftruments to turn our minds from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from Vie power of Satan to God, they, together with us, are reſol- 
ved tofkeep to the Grace of God, (the true Teacher) which teach- 

eth to deny Un odliners and worldly Lifts, and' to live ſoberly, 
- Trighteouſly and Godly in this preſent world ; and by this Grace 

which appears to all men) are we taught and preſerved from offen- 

ing againſt'any Juſt Laws once; and To he may well warrant him- 
felf and others, that they wilt not offend three times: And his ble- 
mithing thoſe he calls Leaders, as if they put on others to ſuffer, 
andflee themſelves, is altogether falſe ; for it- is well-known in the 
| Nation, that maily of them are in priſon, where ſome of cherh have 

long remained for refuſing to take the Oath of Allegiance ; upon 
* which account divers 'of them are permanired, and many ſuffer for 

. meeting : howbeir, if you ſhould,be ſuffered to take away ſome of 
their lives, which they can freely give up, if called to.it; yet, know 
thar the God whom we ſerve 1Sunlitmnitted, and will open the Mouths 
of thouſands to bear witneſs againſt Unrighteouſneſs ; 'So when you 
do take and catch more of thetm,you will have no evil to lay to their 
charge, thor nothing ro accuſe them for, but about matters'apper- 
raining to God's Kingdom,; as Conſcience, Faith, Worſhip and Re- 
ligion ; which the Civil MaziRttate 6iipht not to intermeddle with- 
all, it belonging to God alone , 'to whom all muſt give an account 
for ſuch things : and people ought not to be impriſoned and perſe- 
cuted, and their lives taken away about, Matters of Religion ; for if 
a People have a falſe faith, and amiſgurded conſcience, and are by 
reaſon of this faith and miſguided conſcience, exerciſed in a _ 

Dn | _ worſhip 


- 


£5 y Rey ve, oe onaacn On Vt BY NAP IRS © OIR "Ce VU "ORE" Cie, 4 x PV 
| p i 
% E i c . þ —_ by 
ES #9.) Gal Ig W323 wid Lb We > : 
h Ea | 
k L ws - D 2 ' Mi 
the Tht+d Of . 


9 04 Ie nada 36h 26 3 7% 2d 7 kl ERR 2 
© SY nh - "hi + Lt $ 


* 
"RX" at f 
Save i do F&gr % : » WERE WALE2 3.4 fe Ee oe in A I NY I 
£5 20 5 PS WE wn A912 oo I at A SS RE ERS Bs Salt og S:, 450 <> * < 
4. *s $.g F "" + £ Ee R. * Py 4. x .. D 
- %; «7 + LH - 7 Q LIE wo fl. 45 © *% R wx 

. "a p 4 RL ' as | 5 a *** #82 

J.qQ'7 ' " i d F Oe 
j _— F 4 ax 


4+ LIEELLE +['$® Y 4453 4 i938 WEI 45 , ” 2, A 
| ” Jay . ' p #3 bs. Fi 6. a. 5 : br : J : «++ 
pe - pI q A "Fe"? - - : p « Ga « 
wy $9 1 <Q 4 u% 
” +. : \< | l " * ; I 
q Gs c g b L 
| ] Hell $ 
> © - + 
9 4 tqmi j k v2 wh 
| - "3 7 ws ; 7 
: FR 2 
o , p , x 


ecuted, impriſoned, and: yed;! and (0- 
ths is-noChriianLove, the way to Reſtore, _ _- . 
vile A» V6: IL F, *} ; W an” ti * IT T GG 14, $” 

1 bis is 4 Mincifl:Law'z it taker nat ew their Eftates,tt leaverthers * 
sntire'; only baniſheth.tham for ſ#qev RFID _ p47 = hundred 
pounds : and this is not for worſhipping of God according totheir Conſci- 
ences, for that they may do in they apn Fann(ies ; but forſouth they can- 
not dothat, but they muſt have thirty, forty, br an. bundred athers.to con- 

trive their deſigns withal, , 1 TE 10 


TB we} | Anſwer; | - 
- Ag he began his Speech: in falſhood and enmity, ſo. it ends in the 

ſame: for'1f this be aMerciful Lew, as thoſe. that are Judges of it 
intend to.execute it,.. then.we may txuly ſay 48 it is, Wrirten, That 

the very Mercies of the wickgd.are Cruclty.; for ſome. Felans and Mur-- 
derers chuſe rather to be Hanged than to be Tranſported, Sold, and 
Baniſhed ; all which are threatned © be executed upon us, and for: 

no other cauſe but for morſhipping God 30-ſuch.manner and way as 

we are perſwaded, in our:Coulciences, Which gre:made truly tender _ > 
And we:dare not make je. rol Faith and-a good Conſgience,, © 

to ſave our Perſons and Eſtates from the mouth of the. Devourer ; 

For it i a fearful thing to fall iuto the hands of the living God for Dil- 
obedience; and Conſcience'is'as a thouſand Witneſles, either. to.. 
excaſe or-accuſe ; but ſearedneſs-of Copſtience,as with an hot Ifon,, - - 
and deadneſs and blindneſs of heart is-befaly many in this Genera. 
tiow = And from. this ſtate ariſeth all ſuch merciful.Laws as-this the: 
Fudge ſpeaks of, in-order to bring others (who are tender and fearful 
to offend God) into the ſame ſtate they are in themſelves; but we * 
are in Conſcience conſtrained (if the God whom we ſerve ſo far per- 
mit) to ſuffer the Whore . (-the falſe. Church) to-dripk mpre of qur- 
Blood, but of her Cup'ofiPbanigh/ion wheremwith ſhe hath made the 
Kings of the Earth and Nations drunk, -we.cannot drink; And we 
are of the Houſhold of God,and of one Family, and Members of one - 
Body ; and though thirty,forty,or an hundred,or a thouſand meet int 
one place or another together, for no-evil deſign,” why {bould we. bz 
baniſhed.ot that ? If this be Merorfulnefs,what is Criehty? The Hee- 
theniſh Rowan: ſhewed more mercy & manhood to:Paw!; in allowing: 
him to. have a Meeting. in his own hired bosſe,, where he ery, 


% 


E” and taught A/ihatcimeuintohmy without 1et-or Uny limit ad to. "7 
number, wwofull years, nes wee Priſoner.: Othat ever a; - 7? 
Mi People called Chriftiaxs ſhould be found more, inhumane promy” Bay i 
then, more mercileſs than bruirbealts; 10, baniſh Fathets and:Mo- ; U 
© "hers from their young and tender Children, and Children from 
_ _ their Parents, and Husbands from their Wives and" all chis for 
no evil of wrong done to- any mans'Perſfon, 'Eftate or Goverment, 
but -onely for endeavouring to keep their Conſciences pure to God, 
and void of offence t6 'himand all men... 1m fl IG 
mY LE ED? UOULRLETRS hint tg 
| POSTSCRIPT, .\ 1 dy 6s 
. rt is tobenoted, that though the Fudge at the beginning of his Speech 
ſaid, that that day waz appointed for their Tryal, yet they were not tryed ; 
fot ont duly, whith he intended to begin withalywas brought from Newgate 
to the Bar;being but 4 Boy and lines rolvignds of the evil of fin, and but as 
| 5; You ityrit0 a conſcientious fear and obedience to'God:When 
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ﬆt were tarnn 


he hat ended bis Speech, he ached if he were not at the Bull & Mouth os 
' ſach a day? be ſaid he was not.” Then the Judge took occaſion to wilifie. and 
. reproach the Profeſſion of the Quakers, ts the Fury aud People, and ſaid, 


| Fox all their preteritions tro Truth and Plamneſs, could lie for their 
Intercft, & to avoid ſuffering: thin atked him the ſame queſtion again, 
and he anſwered as before ( for he was nat there that day) then ſaith he, © 
we thall prove that you were there ; Will you Rand to your Profeſ- | 
fion, ſaid the Fudge? Yes, ſaid the Lad, and ſeal it with my Blood. 
Then were Wielſes called in to prove that be wat at the Bull and Mouth 
foich a day, but none conld appear : Then the Fadgr ſoon perceived that we 
Witneſſes would be found to ſerve his turn inf this Lad, nor the reſt. 
Thes ſad bes There 1s a Difappointmentiils out, bat threatned ſome 
ſhould ſuffer for it to their coſt, and ſo diſmiſt the Fury, This Diſappornt- 
ment btieg only want of Witneſſes to bring about the deſigned ras of the 
Coltrt, 'T hex: have ordered fince, that ſome of the Fajlors of Newgarte,to- 
gether with the Marſhal and bit menefultbvhronr Mectings,and be their 
Witneſſes againſt us at the next Seſſions : ſo our Perſecutors Cruelty is fur- 
ther m2nifeſted in this, that they ſhould (Jezevel-likg ) hire, force, or 
command 4 company of hard- hearted men, who ere'4aily exerciſed in Cru- 
eley; and who have not the true” fear of God in their hearts, tobe our only ' 
Accaſers : but tht Righredns God, which ſeeth the plots aud defigns of the 
 . Hitkzd ( againftthe Incent and harmleſs) will reward them according to 
Ether dogs,” © > Y' A 


